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IR ) , ThlS paper’ reports the results of a study conducted
S to. examlne the ‘predictive va11d1ty of the ‘Nelson-Dénny’ Reading Test
"7 (NDRT) .in' the Vlrglnla Communlty College System. Subjects were .
fstudents at-Blue Ridge Communlty College ernrolled in Engllsh 101,
102, 111, 112, and Psychology 201, .202, or 203 ‘during one academic
Year. The NDRT (Form B) was administered to students in each of the\
L. . Seven coursqs who -were present on the day of administration. At the -
- conclusion of each.acadenmic. quarter, final grades. were assembled.
" 'Means -and ‘standard deviations of the NDRT and final grades wvere . , o
‘computed as-were product-moment correlations between NDRT" scores and o
' ‘grades. Results 1ndlcated that NDRT Raw Vocabulary and Raw :
m,VTComprehens1on scores correlated pos1t1vely with final:-grades. -
©.;.-Correlations were': generally hlgher for. Psychology than English. ThlS
.~ " difference: may, be accounted. for by ‘the fact ‘that: Psychology places -
 'greater . reliance on reading than does Engllsh These results = -
.indicated that. NDRT scores predlct course grades to the extent that |
'course .content is gleaned by read1ng. NDRT .Rate scores do not ‘serve:
.. as good predlctors. Study data is presented 1n tabular form..y-
f:‘f.f‘;,_" (Author/JDS) ' : s .
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materlals not avallable ‘from: other sources. ERIC. makes every effort *x 0
i tor obtaln the- best copy available. Nevertheless, ‘items’of marginal = %" ..
reproduclblllty ‘aTe often’ encountered ‘and this-affects the- guallty
of: the: m1crof1che and hardcopy‘re'roductlons ERIC"makes avallable
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S:ane the Vlrgmla Commm:.ty Oollege System (VOCS) was fomded in 1966 1t

'has espoused an open door adm1ss1ons pollcy In an- attempt to prevent the open

door from becotfung a revolv1ng door most of the Colleges 1n the VCCS have used v
» read:.ng ‘tests of one form or another Foster polled all 23 Oolleges of the VCCS
about the:.r ‘use of readmg tests.. 'Ihese tests are used in the VCCS varlously

for academJ.c counselmg and placanent Whlle most of the VCCS colleges were us1ng

o

the tests as predlctors for course achlevement ~none of them responded w:.th
i _ev1dence dlrectly supportlng the valldlty of thlS appllcatlon M)re than 7 700 '
: readlng tests were adm:nlstered in the VCCS in the Academlc year l975 76 of

‘l:’ithese, more than 7, lOO were the Nelson—Denny Readmg Test

leen the volume of use and the absence of local valldatmg data, the present

prOJect was des1g:1ed to _examine the predlctlve va 1d.1.ty of the Nelson-Denny Readlng -
TestlntheVCCS SRR L S . -

'I'he null hypotheses are as . follows- ‘ |

9

. o h - Oourse grades are not s1gnlf1cantly correlated w:Lth

Nelson—DermyRaw S
1) Vocabulary Scores

2/ Comprehens:.on Séores
3) 1Readn.ng Rates-

“article.
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Subjects - The subJects were students at Blue Rldge Gormlunlty College who L

E were enrolled in Ehgllsh 101, Engllsh 102 Ehgllsh 111 Ehgllsh 112, Psychology 201
. N ¢ S

o Psychology 202 or Psychology 203 durmg the academlc year: 1976- 77 Engllsh 101

;.; _and 102 are freshman nontransfer courses the other are freshman and sophomore _ :

college -transfer courses Al courses are on a quarter system.

L ”Method 'I‘ne Nelson-Denny Reading Test (Form A) was admm:Lstered to all
E students 1n each of the seven courses present on the day of admmmtratlon At
i the conclusmn of the Fall Wmter ﬂand Spr:Lng quarters alphabetlc grades for

F
d A ST Y-
e I

, ”those students were assembled o S ,". R |

'I‘ne OOl level of s1gn:|_f1cance was selected for hypothes1s testmg “
N S .
* RESULTS ° .

"J‘

o Table l glves the means and stané]ard dev1at:|.ons of the Nelson-Denny Scores: .+ -
t'and grades.  Grades are shown as transformed (A=4;BZ3;C=2;D=1; F= 0)
f’vfiTable 1 mcludes only students for whom both grade and Nelson-Denny scores. were ]
ava: lable Students who w1thdrew from the course’ were excluded from the data b

S : k;.;.Table 2 corntalns the product—rmment correlatlons between Nelson-Denny Soores ' ” ‘
"‘."‘and grades o . :’ L - ...,’,, - “ - i : : ] ,
Hypotheses 1 and 2 are reJected (Table 2) 'Ihe seven vocabulary score -
:;'correlatlons and s1x of the seven ccxnprehensmn score correlatlons are dlrect

~:."and s1gnlflcant (p 4 OOl) Hypothes:.s 3" is. not cons:.stently contradlcted by |
the data R | ' o - o ° : o L " ‘
" e T DISCUSSION : ‘j.-:é‘ IURRRRI I St
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: Predlctions should be. made w:Lth cautlotﬁ;,, however for two reasons:

tial proportlons (49 6 to 90 4 percent) of\the varlances were not accounted for ;

. by the Nelson—Damy, and 2y the sub_]ects 4n th:Ls study had all s:Lgled up for the =

l) substan-—

;courses prior to test:mg, so to some extent self-—selectlon may have b:Lased the

o

.mcte:nt to wh:Lch the data may be generallzed to other groups
i :i:m;ed:.ately apparent how to test the hypotheses without comprom:.smg studmts
."rlghts cy: adm:l.tt:mg some poss1b111ty of blas due to self—selectlon - The ma_]or '

-b:|.as dne to self—selectlon probably resulted :Ln the exclus:Lon of - some students
.at the very low end of the Nelson-—Denny d:l.strlbutlon who mlght be prone to s1gn
.up for "developmental" courses rather than these courses [ T our Judgnent such
bias. is unl:n.kely to. have had s:Lg,n:Lf:Lcant :u'npact on the results and :x.n o way .

. . l:units the correlatlons ach:Leved for the spec:.flc groups desg:rlbed in th:l.s study
Note that the oorrelatlons are generally hlgher for .

'vTh:Ls result may be accounted for if the course content is cons:Ldered Seem:l.ngly,

the more rellance the course places on read:ng, the h1

' 't:Lon between read:l.ng test scores and grades ‘The English courses ccms:Ldered in:

: thls paper are’ prirnarlly com;)031t10n courses read:l.ng ass1gnments assume a: sub—

However ‘ 1t 1s not

sychology than for mgllsh.,

i

er shou'l.d be. the correla— o

Aord:Lnate role In corm::ast the thrPe—quarter psycho]:gy sequence demands compre— -

'hens:_on._of a maJor textbook from wh:Lch most test mater:n.atl is gleaned. . Fu:rther

e the Psychology 201 correlatlons are hlgher than the correspond:mg Psychology 202

: ‘and 203 correlatlons
) .dependent ‘on readlng the text 202 and 203 mvolve a nnJ.ltJ.med:La approach (napes

_fllms d:l.scusslons) to a far greater extent tha.n does 201 Th.lS ind:l.cates that

3

the Nelsm—Denny pred:Lcts course grades °to the eXtEI'lt that course content 1s

Y

. gleaned by readmg
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Successful performance in Psychology 201 is partlcularly o



'Ihe"Nelson—My Reading Test As a Predlctor L .

. of Gozmlmity College qulish and Psychology Grades
- Page 4 .. , | oo

e (DNCLUSION ,
N Nelson-Denny Readlng Test Raw Vocabulary and Raw chnprehens:l.on Scores are

predlctors of student grades in Ccmnuruty College Engllsh and Psychology |
courses. Nelson—Denny Rate scores do not serve as useful predlctors. ’I‘ne

-pOWer of the Nelson-Dermy as a pred:Lctor appears dependent on the degree to

4-" which read:mg is dominant in. the 1nstant course'
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-Grades e

‘o

Means and Standard Deviatlon of Nelson-Denny Scores and Grades
Cmprehens:.on

Rate ‘.

ENGL 112
| ESYC 201
- PSYC 202 -

176
128!
177

136
61
69

26410
2.8+1.1
’26+10
2.7+1.0
‘24+13f
2.6+1:3

Vocabulary

308+ 11.9; e
3.6+ 116
3354104
3.7 +1.8
B4+122
36.3.+ 12.4

‘38,4 +12.2 -
39.5.+11.8"
40.1+11.0
40.6 + 11.0
42.6+11.8 -
4334118

2364+762

u2416+733

2260+797
2244+772

11276 2 + 75 7‘-‘7;;_;

PSYC203. 69 ..2.8+1.1 | 36.5+1L9 ' - 43.7410.7 - ‘29‘6’.5"_‘4 f;_i;ﬁgz;s

!
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TABLE 2 Gorrelatlons between grades and vocabulary, comprehens:.on and rate scores_.f

'OOURSE R Vocabulary Comprehensn.on e Rate =

E[\BL 101 l76‘» o © 31k } 3k ‘ f DR 22
CmeL02 18 am 26 S o “25 CE
N 111':" w7 ase T am e
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PSYC 203 69 s ooaex B
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#p £.001 -
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